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Stop the Tube sell off 
Save our schools 

Fight police racism 

End low pay 

Defend council housing 


Scrap the profit system! 
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London Assembly candidate Kate Ford 


Kate Ford 


London Socialist Alliance candidate, 
Hackney teacher 
Workers Power supporter 


HE LONDON ELECTIONS on6 
May are a chance to vote against 


low pay, high prices, racism, 
privatisation, transport chaos and 
environmental destruction. 


You have a simple choice. You can vote 
for one of the Parties of big business - 
the Tories, Liberals, or Blair’s hand- 
picked slate of New Labour yuppies. 


Or you can vote for change - for the 
London Socialist Alliance. 








Socialist groups in London have come 
together to form the LSA - aunited 
socialist list for the Greater London 
Assembly. 


Kate Ford- a teacher from Hackneyin 


East London - is a supporter of 
Workers Power, a revolutionary 
socialist group that is part of the 
London Socialist Alliance 


Workers Power believes that low pay, 
homelessness, racism, sexism and all 


the other problems that blight our lives 


are caused by the capitalist system - 
by the rule of a tiny class of multi- 


millionaire bankers, businessmen and _ 


politicians. 


Workers Power is part of an 
international movement that aims to 
get rid of the profit system and replace 
itwith socialism: a classless society 
based on co-operation instead of 
competition, in which we will own the 
economy collectively and run it for to 


meet our needs, not to the greed of the 


profiteers. 


Workers Power expects the ruling 


class to use all means attheir disposal 


to hold on to their property and their 
privileges. They would never tolerate a 
democratically elected socialist 
government that really tried to change 
things. That is why we fight for a 


socialist revolution - workers control of 


production and a government of 
workers’ councils. 


Kate Ford doesn't only want your vote- 





she wants you to join the fight for 
equality, justice and freedom. 








ASOCcialist 
manifesto 
Tor London 


Workers Power is part of the London 
: Socialist Alliance, which is standing 
: VV candidates in the elections to the 


Greater London Assembly. For more 
information about the LSA go to its 
website: 
www.londonsocialistalliance.org.uk 


Capitalism is ruining life in London. 


London is a city of dramatic contrasts. 
Massive wealth sits alongside grinding 


poverty. 


For the rich there are the skyscrapers 
and offices of the City, the multi-million 
pound homes of Hampstead, Belgravia 
and Notting Hill, the luxury hotels of 
Park Lane and the select clubs of Pall 
Mall and Mayfair. 


But for the vast majority, London is a 
city of hard work, gruelling journeys, 
stress, traffic, pollution, expensive 
housing and services that just get 
worse and worse. 


Millions work long hours for low pay. 
J ob insecurity is rife. 


12 out of London's 33 boroughs are 
among the poorest in Britain. 
Homelessness, run-down estates, 
violence and poverty breed desperation 
and despair. The police, the 
government agencies, schools and 
workplaces are shot through with 
racism - even official reports have 
admitted that. 


These extremes - wealth and poverty, 
privilege and injustice - are bound up 
together. As long as wealth and power 
is in the hands of a minority, the rest of 
us will be ripped off and stopped from 
having any real say in running our lives. 


The elections to the Greater London 
Assembly give us a chance to 
challenge the ruling elite. 


We can turn the Assembly into a 
weapon of struggle against them - a 
way of exposing and confronting their 
power. Because itis only by taking their 
wealth into public hands and using it 
for the common good that this city can 
be turned into a decent place for all its 
people. 


A vote for the London Socialist Alliance 
will put a team of dedicated activists 
into the Greater London Assembly. 
They will use their position in the 
Assembly to support all the campaigns 
and struggles going on in London 
today: 


¢ Against the privatisation of the Tube 

¢ Against the closure of local schools 
and hospitals 

¢ Against the racism and brutality of the 
Metropolitan Police 

¢ Against cuts in the fire service 

¢ Against the sell off of council estates 

¢ Against low pay and long hours 

¢ Against the degradation of our urban 
environment 


If she is elected to the Greater London 
Assembly, Kate Ford will fight for 
Workers Power's action programme 
for London. 


She will, like all LSA candidates, refuse 
to draw the £35,000 a year wage and 
donate everything above the average 
workers’ wage to the workers’ 
movement. 





Improve pay and 
conditions - resist 


lob losses 


Minimum wage of £7 an hour with no 
exemptions. Maximum working week of 
35 hours with no loss of pay. No cuts in 
public services. 


m@ Anyfirm thattries to sack workers or 
refuses to meet minimum pay or 
maximum hours limits to be taken into 
public or municipal ownership, without 
compensation, and run by the workers 
themselves. 


For a huge job creation scheme in 
London - house building, transport 


restructuring, school and hospital building. 


Wi The GLA should use all its resources to 
support workers who take action against 
their employers for better working 
conditions, pay, jobs and justice. 


Restore Public 
Transport 


Wi Re- nationalise all transport with no 
compensation to the privateers. 


Support the underground workers’ 
struggle against privatisation. Back calls 
for an all out strike to stop it 


For an integrated public transport 
system. Set up an all London governing 
body for transport, with delegates from 
users’ groups, local communities and the 
trade union and labour movement across 
London. 


@ Free travel for pensioners, school and 
college students and the unemployed. 


Wi Halve all fares on London transport as 
the firststep to a totally free system, 
funded by taxing the rich 


No More 
Privatisation 


Under the Tories and Blair private 
companies have bought up our hospitals 
and schools. It's services that suffer. We 
say stop privatisation: 


W Abolish all privatisation, PFl and PPP 
schemes. Pay for London’s public services 
by taxing the rich. Nationalise all private 
schools, hospitals and care services. 


@ Build a high quality comprehensive 
education system. Abolish Ofsted and 
bringin workers control of education, with 
schools run by committees of parents, 
teachers and students. 


@ Save the NHS. Abolish waiting lists by 
outlawing private medicine and starting a 
massive spending programme on hospital 


and GP care. The health service should be 
free and immediately available health 
service at the point of need. 


@ Local government services run under 
the control of workers and users, all 
financed according to budgets set bythe 
workers and users involved. 


Homes for all! 


@ End the scandal of homelessness by a 
massive social housing building 
programme 


Wi Confiscate all the empty properties of 
the rich and tax their luxury dwellings. 


@ Strict rent controls. Fine all landlords 
who overcharge or fail to maintain repairs. 
Abolish the leasehold system. 


@ Nationalise the land of the super rich 
landlords - like the Duke of Westminster - 
who use their control of freeholds across 
London to drive up rents and mortgages. 


@ Stop all sell offs of public housing. Stop 
the privatisation of estates. Social housing 
to be run under tenants’ control 


Stop the great 
utilities rip off 

W@ For massive subsidies to reduce the 
costs of electricity, gas and water 


@ Re-nationalise the utilities - take 
London Electricity, Thames Water, Transco, 
British Telecom etc into public ownership 
under workers’ control, with no 
compensation to the current owners 


Tax the rich 


Where will the money come from to 
implement this programme? From the 
rich. We will tax rich people and corporate 
profits to redistribute wealth to and fund 
services working class people need. 


@ Abolish council tax. It hits poor and 
middle-income households hardest 


i Tax big business 


W@ For asteep tax on the big corporations 
and the profits of the banks and City 
finance houses 


i Tax the rich and spend it for Londoners. 


Blair and chancellor Gordon Brown will 
say the Assembly has no powers to raise 
funds -we will need to fight central 
government for funds to rebuild our city. 
The GLA should organise across the 
country for the right to tax and spend in the 
interests of the working class. 


Fight racism 


The Stephen Lawrence inquiry exposed 


racism at the heart of the British 
establishment. We are anti-racists - in 
action not just words. 


@ Refugees are welcome here! Defy the 
racist Asylum and Immigration Act - stop 
sending refugees to isolation in towns 
across Britain. Promote action to block the 
racist law at all points of entry (Waterloo, 
Heathrow). Abolish immigration controls. 


@ Organise self defence against racist 
attacks. No platform for fascists like the 
BNP and “National Democrats”. 


@ Root out police racism and brutality 


Sack all officers guilty of racism. 
Prosecute all those involved in the murder 
of people held in custody, 


@ Organise public inquiries - controlled by 
the workers’ movement and the 
oppressed communities not appointed 
judges - into all cases of deaths in custody, 
police brutality, wrongful arrest etc. 


@ Organise standing monitoring units run 
by working class people to keep the racist 
Metunder surveillance. Disarm the police 
- no CS gas, no truncheons, no guns. 


i The police force exists to protect the 
employers’ property. That's why they are 
presentin large numbers to oppose 
strikes or demonstrations, but not to deal 
with anti-social crimes on our streets or 
estates. We wantto replace the police with 
democratic defence forces in which all 
adults do a turn of duty. 


We will withhold all public or local 
government subsidies to the Met or the 
City police. 


Wi Stop the “war on drugs”- itis reallya 
war on working class youth and estates. 
The reign of the drug gangsters could be 
ended at once by legalising all drugs and 
establishing a state monopoly to ensure 
Safety. For an unbiased, fact- based 
education programme on drugs to be run 
in every school and local community. 


For real equality 


For real equality for women. Fine all 
employers who don’t grant real equal pay 
and opportunities to women - nationalise 
them if they refuse to do so. 








@ Workplace créches and state run 
nurseries for every child, free of charge. 


Rape crisis centres and refuges for 
women and children who have been 
attacked or abused. 


@ Free abortion and contraceptionon 
demand. Stop the persecution of 
prostitutes - make prostitution legal. 


@ Scrap Section 28. End the promotion of 
heterosexuality and marriage as the ‘best’ 
model. We need unbiased sex education in 
schools. 


@ Outlaw all discrimination against 
lesbians and gay men - including at work 
or in housing provision. 


@ Enddiscrimination against disabled 
people. Organise a massive programme of 
job creation, access provision and 
accommodation for disabled people. For 
equal pay and opportunity for disabled 
workers. 


@ End discrimination and harassment of 
young people. Bring the voting age down to 
16. Full grants and full fees paid to all 
students by the state - with no means test 


@ Protect children against abuse - 
especially in care homes and residential 
institutions. Public scrutiny of institutions. 
Abolish the age of consent: no penalties for 
consensual sex between young people. 


@ For free access to leisure centres and 
museums. Strict price controls on 
theatres, cinemas and football grounds, 
with free subsidised tickets for the 
unemployed, disabled people, students, 
pensioners and those under 16. 


Wi Make London fit for older people. Free 
transport, free entry to all facilities, a 
minimum state pension of £280 per 
person. Full state funding for all care 
home/nursing home places to end the 
nightmare of having to sell your house to 
get care. Working class inspection of 
standards in all care homes. 


Defend the 
environment 


Wi Build an integrated public transport 
system to encourage people not to travel 
by car 


Set ambitious targets to reduce pollution 
in London. Reduce CO2 emissions. Build 
cycle lanes, bus lanes, new tube lines. 
Promote solar energy. Impose a pollution 
tax on businesses. 


Real democracy for 
London 


@ Restore democratic city government to 
London. Abolish the post of mayor and give 
all his powers to an expanded London 
assembly. All GLA members, officials and 
appointees must be paid no more than the 
average wage of workers in London 


W@ The unelected quangos must be 
abolished. The City of London Corporation 
which is elected only by bankers, lawyers 
and accountants must be abolished. The 
City should become part of Greater 
London. 


W@ The London Assembly must have full 
powers on London wide matters. It must 
be able to raise finance by taxing the rich. It 
m,ust have the power to slash public 
transport fares and challenge police 
racism. 


ONE SOLUTION: REVOLUTION! 


London Assembly are totally 
inadequate to carry out even the 
first steps of a socialist programme. 


To POWERS of the Mayor and the 


Tony Blair has made sure thatit has no 
powers to tax - not even the old powers 
to set rates. hehas done this to protect 
his friends in the City against the 
demands for a better life of ordinary 
Londoners. If we want to tax the rich, 
and make them pay for the things we 
So desperately need then it will take a 
powerful struggle by us, the working 
people. A socialist- controlled Assembly 
can help launch that struggle. 


Buta socialist majority in the London 


for working class power - for a 
revolution to put power in the hands of 
the working class. 


Power in the hands of working people - 
a workers government - cannot be 
based on parliament Parliament is 
sham democracy. The MPs talk hot air 
butall the real power is in the hands of 
the police chiefs the army, the judges 
and the top civil servants. 


This whole repressive machinery of the 
ruling class has never been challenged 
by Labour when in power. 


To take away that wealth and power 
needs an alternative power, based on 








Assembly would be a massive 
challenge to a capitalist Britain. 








From the beginning our struggle will 
have to be not just a London one. It will 
have to spread to a national and indeed 
an international level. We would link up 
with working people fighting for similar 
goals across Britain, across Europe 
and the world. 


The bosses and bankers of the City will 
not take such a challenge to their 
wealth and power lying down. A 
London Assembly with a socialist 
majority could be a bridgehead to fight 


councils of workers’ delegates elected 
by millions of us from local to national 
level. 








It needs workers defence 
organisations. to enforce working class 
rule and ensure that no bosses or 
bureaucrats can sabotage our plans or 
bring back the inequality and 
exploitation we are fighting today. 


A socialist Britain would itself be only a 
bridgehead to the creation of a socialist 
united states of Europe and global 
socialism. But we have the opportunity 
to start along this path - let’s take it! 
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(Details from www.destroyimf.org) 


PHONE: 0181 981 0602 
EMAIL:kateford@workerspower.com 
WEBSITE: www.workerspower.com 
FOR MORE DETAILS: 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 


EMAIL: 


GET ORGANISED! 


Workers Power is a revolutionary socialist organisation dedicated to bringing down 
capitalism and replacing it with a society run by and for working class people. 


W Help us build a massive vote for socialism and against Tony Blair in the elections 
for London Mayor and the London Assembly. 


@ Come to our London public meeting to hear an AUSTRIAN SOCIALIST, Michael 
Glatter, explain how Austrian workers and students are fighting back against the 
far-right coalition. 7.30, 1 March, Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, Holborn 

WJ oinus on the demonstrations against global capitalism on 1 May - part ofa 
worldwide campaign to RECLAIM MAY DAY for the working class. Support our 


international campaign for a demonstration against the International Monetary 
Fund in Prague, 23-26 September 2000. Help us TURN PRAGUE INTO SEATTLE. 


If you want to join Workers Power, or just to help with the campaign - contact us: 
Fill in this coupon and send to: Workers Power, BCM Box 7750, London WC1N 3XX 


TELNO: 


TRADEUNION: 


ox 
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